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On March  11, ever ywhere  in  Japan was  � l l ed

wi th  renewed sympathy  fo r  the  v ic t ims  o f  the

unprecedented  ear thquake  and tsunami  th ree

years  ago . P r ime Min is te r  Abe , who o f fe red

prayers  fo r  the i r  sou ls  a t  the  cen t re  o f  Tokyo ,

migh t  fee l  uncomfor tab le  w i th  unbearab le

economic  weakness . Wh i le  indus t r ia l  ou tpu t�

On the  6 th  March , the  ECB pub l i shed  i t s  new

macroeconomic  p ro jec t ions .
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The accumula t ion  o f  good  news s ince  the  end

of  summer  2013 con�rms w idespread

improvement  in  the  macro-economic  c l imate .
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challenged by unexpected
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ECB in�ation projections

The Chinese central bank modi�es its exchange

rate policy� What effects will this have?

We have  long  been aware  tha t  Ch ina  needs  to  imp lement  s t ruc tu ra l

re fo rms, and  wants  to  l i be ra l i se  i t s  cap i ta l  account . Th is  has  ma jo r

consequences  fo r  i t s  economic  po l i cy. A  � rs t  s tep  appears  to�
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